
ARCHITECTURAL FORUM THE MAGAZINE OF BUILDING MAY 1963 

1111111111111; 
Obra 
Per 213 

3909947 
3909940 

PUBLISHER'S NOTE 

As a service to rcaders-and to 
advertisers-FoRUM is launching 
something new this month. The 
last four pages of the magazine 
constitute wha t is perhaps a uni­
que invention in publishing-a 
combination of manufacturers' 
product announcements and pre­
paid postcards. A rcader interested 
in receiving more details about 
a ny product mentioned need only 
tear out the corresponding per­
forated postcard, fili in his name 
and address, and drop it in the 
ma il. The card is addressed to the 
manufacturcr, who should receive 
it within a few days and promptly 
dispatch the requested informa­
tion. 

This service is un like tha t of­
f ered by other magazines. They 
usually provide thc reader with a 
single coupon on which he must 
check off his interests in many 
products, and the coupon then 
goes to ù1e publisher for process­
ing. This is a time-consuming pro­
cess, usually handled by an out­
side agency, and the inquiry often 
does not get from the reader to 
the manufacturer for severa! 
weeks. 

The FORU M service, on the other 
hand, is direct between reader 
and manufacturer and shou ld takc 
no more than two or thrce da ys, i f 
the postai pcople do thcir pa rt. 
Ano ther big differcnec is tha t 
f oRuM's advertisers pay for this 
service and should therefore be 
keenly intercsted in receiving and 
scrvicing inquirics. 

* * * 
Speaking of rcader serviccs, 

once cach ycar Fonu M's cditors 
compile an index of ali the major 
articl cs which havc a ppcarcd in 
thc magazine du ring thc prcceding 
12 months. Thc indcx for 1he 
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period J anuary-Dccembcr 1962 
recently carne off the press, and 
while this indcx is intended ma inly 
for the use of the 800 libraries, 
professional clubs, and industry 
associations which subscribe to 
FoR UM, any reader may have a 
copy by asking for it. 

* * * 
Among FoRuM's other reader 

services is the availabili ty of vari­
ous kinds of lists which a re ma in­
ta ined by the editors- lists of 
a rchitectura l photographers, lists 
of archi tects ( compi led gcogra­
phically, a lphabetically, and by 
scope of practice), and lists of 
books on various building subjects. 
Severa! thousand copies of thesc 
lists were sen t on rcquest to read­
ers last year. 

Readers a re also welcome to 
the market research materia i prc­
pared by FORUM mainly for thc 
manufacturers o f building prod­
ucts. For example, many architec­
tura l schools havc wri tten in for 
copies of the cha rt titled "The 
Bui lding Construction Market­
How I t's Concentra ted and Cov­
cred." 

* * * 

T he ed itoria ) con ten t of the 
magazine is, of course, FoRu.r's 
main line of reader servicc, bu L 
not everything the edi tors know 
is published in the magazine. I f 
you wanl more, Jet them know. 
And, if you would likc 10 sec 
more ( or lcss) of eertain subjects 
covered in Fonu.i 's editoria l con­
LCnt, there is a n easy way to make 
your wishcs known. Thc editors 
havc rcscrved for this purpose one 
of thc prcpaid post cards on p~gc 
220. They invite you 10 use it. 

- J . C . Il. J R. 
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